





MIAMI (AP) — The attorneys 
for Theodore R. Bundy, who 
twice came within 24 hours of 
Florida's electric chair, have won 
another round in their efforts to 
block his death sentences for 
three sex slayings nine years ago. 

The 11th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Atlanta on Thursday 
ordered a full hearing on Bundy’s 
competence to stand trial for the 
1978 abduction and murder of a 
12-year-old schoolgirl in Lake 
City, Fla. 

The decision is the second this 
year ordering further hearings on 
death sentences Bundy faces in 
two murder cases, effectively 
blocking his execution at least un- 
til decisions are reached. Bundy 
survived two death warrants for 
the slayings of two Chi Omega 
sorority sisters at Florida State 
University and one in the Lake 
City case last year. 

“I'm not surprised by anything 
the federal courts do,” G. Robert 
Dekle, the Suwannee County 
prosecutor in the Lake City trial, 
said Thursday night. 
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He said Dade County Circuit 
Court Judge Edward Cowart took 
testimony on Bundy’s competen- 
cy before the Chi Omega trial, 
which preceded the Lake City tri- 
al, and ruled that Bundy was 
competent. 


“I would say that’s a non-is- 
sue,” Dekle said. 





“This is all we’ve asked for 
from the very beginning, the op- 
portunity to present our case to 
the court and for the court to 
make a ruling,” said James Cole- 
man, the Washington attorney 
who took over Bundy’s defense 
13 months ago. “I obviously feel 
very good.” 


Coleman, who twice went to 
the final day before gaining stays 
of Bundy’s execution last year, 
said he hopes the rulings mean he 
will have time to build his case 
without the pressure of blocking 
death warrants. 


“In our view, it was pretty 
clear that Ted Bundy was not 
able to rationally assist his attor- 
neys in his defense. This issue 
should have been reviewed by the 
court,” Coleman said. 


“We will demonstrate just on 
the basis of facts and information 
that were available that Ted Bun- 
dy was incompetent,” he added. 


In his appeals, Coleman had 
cited Bundy’s erratic behavior, 
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the two-time law school dropout’s 
insistence in acting as a lawyer 
and Bundy’s undermining of a 
plea bargain agreement that 
would have given him life impris- 
onment in the Bone cases. 


He and associate Polly Nelson 
took Bundy’s case free for their 
Washington firm of Cutler, Wil- 
mer and Pickering. 


' The Atlanta federal judges said 
a district court judge erred in re- 
lying on a state court finding of 
Bundy’s competence. The judge 
also failed to properly weigh the 
evidence in the record, giving too 
much consideration to the failure 
of Bundy’s attorney to raise the 
issue at trial, the appeals court 
said. 


Bundy’s attorneys had asked 
the 11th Circuit to throw out his 
death sentence in the 1978 slay- 
ing of 12-year-old Kimberly 
Diane Leach of Lake City. 


The appeals court, instead, or- 
dered the competency hearing. 
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